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OPTION A: SUBSTANCE ABUSE    KEY 

Substance abuse touches millions of people worldwide each year, but it is unequally represented — the developing world, and 1 
marginalized groups and communities being the most vulnerable to it.  2 

Drug abuse does not necessarily correlate with how wealthy or poor one is. Of course, wealthier individuals can "afford" to buy 3 
more drugs than someone living in poverty who might have to use less expensive substances, as is the case of those sniffing glue. 4 
But after all, the aim of using drugs is to alter one’s physical and mental state, so different circumstances lead people from different 5 
environments to the same end — substance abuse. Somehow, this is a problem that affects us all differently but that brings the same 6 
consequences of harm, isolation from the community, and even death.  7 

However, no matter how tragic the stories of substance abuse are, there is always an inspiring story to be told. David Parnell 8 
began using drugs, marijuana initially, at the young age of 13. He quickly moved on to “harder” drugs such as methamphetamine. For 9 
23 years, drugs were the focus of his life. After years of misery, he attempted to kill himself but missed the shot, which left his face 10 
severely disfigured. After this incident, he promised to change his life. At present, David takes his story on the road, traveling around 11 
North America and speaking to youth about the dangers of substance abuse. He brings hope to those who are trapped in the cycle of 12 
drug use and shows the dangers of drug abuse to those who haven’t yet explored it. 13 

 

 

I * COMPREHENSION (4 points)  
CHOOSE AND WRITE THE CORRECT OPTION (A, B, C or D). (0.5 points each) 
1. According to the text, some people who come from poor environments… (c) 

(a) are less likely to become substance abusers. (b) can afford to buy all kinds of drugs. 
(c) sniff glue because it is cheaper.   (d) don’t want to alter their physical state. 

2. David Parnell… (d) 
(a) lived very happily while using drugs.  (b) has a very funny story to tell. 
(c) entered drugs through methamphetamine. (d) tried to commit suicide. 

 

 

ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, 
OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (0.5 points each)  
3. Substance abuse affects some countries and communities more than others. TRUE (lines 1-2) “… it is unequally represented—the 

developing world, and marginalized groups and communities being the most vulnerable to it.” 
4. Drug abuse contributes to making people distant from family and friends. TRUE (lines 6-7) “… this is a problem that affects us all 

differently but that brings the same consequences of harm, isolation from the community (, and even death).” 
5. There is nothing positive behind a drug abuse story. FALSE (line 8) “(However, no matter how tragic the stories of substance abuse are,) 

there is always an inspiring story to be told.” 
6. David Parnell is currently trying to keep people away from drugs. TRUE (lines 11-13) “David takes his story on the road, traveling around 

North America and speaking to youth about the dangers of substance abuse.” / “He (brings hope to those who are trapped in the cycle of 
drug use and) shows the dangers of drug abuse to those who haven’t yet explored it.” 

7. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
7.1. ONE SYNONYM FOR “sad” (adjective). tragic (line 8)  
7.2. ONE OPPOSITE FOR “slightly” (adverb). severely (line 11) 

8. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
8.1. ONE WORD MEANING “susceptible to physical harm or damage.” vulnerable (line 2) 
8.2. ONE WORD MEANING “to catch and prevent (someone) from leaving a place.” to trap / trapped (line 12) 

II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; 0.5 points each) 
9. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS:  

9.1. “The teacher reminded the students…” (not smoke)   not to smoke  
9.2. “I’m having my kitchen… this week.” (paint) painted 

10. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE CORRECT WORD:  
10.1. “I don’t know how to cope… the situation.” (preposition) with 
10.2. “The witch turned the princess… a frog.” (preposition) into 

11. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: “If you ever see me smoking,…”  Imperative / Subject + should / must / have 
to… 
12. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: “My brother’s friend started painting at the age of sixteen.” Whose friend started 
painting at the age of sixteen?  
13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: “My parents helped me out of drug abuse.” I was helped out of drug 
abuse by my parents. 
14. THERE ARE TWO MISTAKES IN THIS SENTENCE. FIND THE MISTAKES AND REWRITE THE SENTENCE CORRECTLY: “Jim stopped 
drink because he wanted to change his live.”  Jim stopped drinking because he wanted to change his life. 
III * WRITING (3 points)  
15. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS ABOUT THE TOPIC PROPOSED AND FOCUS STRICTLY ON IT:   

What do you think about substance abuse? 
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